
Paper # Title Name Surname Institution Topic Poster Board Number

67 Dr Chinyere Aloke University Of The Witwatersrand Coping with the ESKAPE pathogens: Evolving strategies, challenges and future prospects 77

208 Ms Ntshunxeko Thelma Banda University of Venda
Rapid detection of Mycobacterium tuberculosis directly from sputum samples of patients from healthcare 
facilities in Venda, South Africa.

78

2 Mr Godfred Yaw Boanyah University of the Witwatersrand
Investigating the effect of diet on life history characteristics of Anopheles arabiensis infected with Microsporidia 
MB, a Plasmodium falciparum blocking symbiont

79

325 Ms Lilitha Cebani University of Kwazulu-Natal
Clinical strains of Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex exhibit lineage-specific growth patterns during early 
infection of macrophages.

80

217 Mr Guillaume de Swardt North-West University Epizoic diatoms as a novel source of anti-infectious compounds 81

165 Dr Justine Fri University Of Venda The bacteria resistome of the human gut is influenced by microbiota composition 82

221 Ms Nothando Gasa University Of Kwazulu-Natal
Exploring the avian semi-synthetic phage-display library as a source for high binders targeting selected essential 
P. falciparum protein

83

84 Mrs Abisola Regina Isaiah North-West University Metabolomics and Proteomics of FFPE Samples Unveils New Avenues for Precision Medicine 84

455 Bianca Lochner Stellenbosch University Screening, purification and characterisation of novel bacteriocins produced by Enterococcus faecalis 85

337 Dr Raymond Makola University Of Limpopo
An indirect co-culturing model system that links lithium anti-inflammatory effects and endothelial integrity in 
RVFV inoculated Raw 264.7 cells

86

102 Dr Tendai Makwikwi North-west University
Polymorphisms in the IL-10 (-1082) and IFN-

𝛾𝛾

 (+874) cytokine genes is associated with resistance or susceptibility 
to Schistosoma haematobium infection in children

87

142 Ms Maphepele Sara Mashilo University Of Venda Prevalence and risk factors of drug-resistant Mycobacterium tuberculosis in rural communities of South Africa 88

55 Miss Kgaugelo Masia University of Johannesburg
Bioassay-guided evaluation of potential antimalarial activities from Ximenia caffra, Ziziphus mucronata and 
Ricinus communis.

89

158 Ms Tendani Matamela University Of Venda Adapting an HIV-1 subtype c plasmid for dolutegravir resistance studies 90

239 Ms Shristi Misser University Of The Witwatersrand
The effect of plastic pollution on the gut microbiota of the major malaria vector, Anopheles arabiensis Patton 
(Diptera: Culicidae)

91

258 Dr Kamogelo Mogapi University of Cape Town Investigating the role of iron acquisition in Mycobacterium abscessus infection 92

118 Mr John Muller University Of Pretoria An ion channel antagonist inhibits Plasmodium falciparum asexual proliferation and perturbs K+ homeostasis 93

282 Ms Tshifhiwa Netshiheni University of Venda Characterisation of Mycobacterium tuberculosis DnaK: towards antitubercular drug design 94

168 Miss Ompilela Netshivhazwaulu University Of Venda Characterization of Entamoeba spp.  and Giardia lamblia 95

252 Mrs Vanessa Ninkeh Nono
South African Medical Research 
Council

Unravelling the Molecular Basis of Isoniazid Resistance in Mycobacterium tuberculosis Clinical Isolates in 
Cameroon with Unknown Resistance Mechanisms

96

178 Ms Mulalo Raphalalani University Of Venda Genetic diversity of human herpesvirus type 8 in northern South Africa 97

308 Ms Mpho Ratshilindela University Of Venda
Cervicovaginal virome and bacteriome in HIV infected women in northern South Africa 

98

201 Ms Nicole Sanders University Of Pretoria The effect of dipeptidyl aminopeptidase inhibitors on Plasmodium falciparum asexual stage parasites 99

360 Funanani Thagulisi Stellenbosch University Marine bacterial symbionts’ immunomodulatory and antimycobacterial activity 100

330 Mr Robert van Barkenhuizen University Of Pretoria
Optimization of short fragment DNA sequencing for rapid diagnostics of Amitraz resistance in Rhipicephalus tick 
species.

101

304 Mr Jacques Van Der Walt University Of The Western Cape The identification of DNA aptamers for their application in the rapid diagnosis of soil-transmitted helminthiases 102

191 Ms Sharoné Van Eck University Of Cape Town
Molecular mechanism of follicle stimulating hormone regulation by medroxyprogesterone acetate and 
norethisterone in vitro.

103

139 Ms Natanya Venter University Of Pretoria In vitro validation of chemo-transcriptomic profiles for drug mode of action classification 104

140 Ms Suzelle Voges University Of Pretoria Evaluating the role of the mitochondrial pyruvate carrier in Plasmodium falciparum parasites 105

190 Dr Monray Williams North-west University
Does the diversity of amino acid sequences in HIV-1 viral proteins influence the pathogenesis and 
neuropathogenesis of HIV-1?

106
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